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A Texas native, born in Sulphur Springs, Anita grew up in the east 

Texas area during the Fifties, the oldest child of farming people. She

graduated from Sulphur Springs High School.  She met her husband,

Charles, when they were in sixth grade and they dated all through high

school. The couple married young and started their family early.

During the first twenty years of the marriage, they moved often due to

Charles’ work in construction, residing in several different locations

around Texas. They lived in Brownsville, San Antonio, Longview,

Kingsville, Deer Park, and Dallas.  For a few years, they lived in 

Nashville, Tennessee. Anita has rich and detailed recollections of each

of these places, the people she met there.  She cherishes the memories

and respects the wisdom learned from the experiences shared during

those years.

When their three children were grown and into their own careers, and 

family building, Anita entered college and earned a B.A. from Texas A&M at Commerce

(formerly East Texas State University). The writer’s avid interest in genealogy and her

research into family histories has grown into a substantial reservoir of historical facts,

providing the author with a fertile backdrop for cultivating the stories and poetry she 

creates. Anita’s poems and short stories appear in various publications, and she is the 

author of one novel, entitled The Velvet Bridge. The book grew from her short story, Paper

Dolls, which won the William Owens Award for Fiction.

Today, Anita lives in a wooded, rural area near Tyler, Texas with Charles—better known

to most as Charlie—where they love spending holidays and special occasions with their

children, Tony, Terri, and Shannon, and five grandchildren: Charlye, Ruston, Zach, Macy,

and Peyton.

At this time in her life, Anita spends a portion of each day in study, reflection, and the 

process of writing. The rest of her time, she devotes to her home, family and friends, and 

the business of promoting her work.
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Synopsis
The Velvet Bridge is a story of a woman’s encounter with the power of fate, her subsequent choices, and the consequences.  It is a story 

of resilience, of transition from one unexpected upheaval to the next. While the novel makes clear that no one is immune to the 

indifference of providence, it is also a testimony to the impact of gentle people in our lives.

The story begins in a shotgun shanty house amidst the poverty of west Dallas just as the Depression ends and the War begins. Mattie 

Featherstone goes “haywire” as she later describes it, following the accidental death of her husband in 1941. Fundamentally flawed, the 

impoverished young widow is emotionally and psychologically unable to cope with the responsibility of raising two daughters alone, so 

she abandons them. 

 In 1943, a timely encounter removes Mattie from a campsite for vagrants situated at the edge of the city, beneath the Trinity River 

Bridge, into the employ of wealthy Sam and Claudia Wright as housekeeper in their beautiful Oak Cliff home.  Mattie’s education and 

self-discovery begins as her life becomes intricately woven into that of her employers and their double-amputee war veteran son, Gabe.

At the end of the war, Mattie falls in love with Max Caliber, a returning soldier involved in his own conflict with his parents: Will, the 

dynamic Houston lawyer/rancher father, and Kathleen, fiery Irish redheaded mother caught in the rift between her husband and son.  

Mattie’s arrest as a murder suspect throws her into helpless despair, and generates regional publicity. The exposure sets her on a 

parallel course with her secret past—with her deserted daughters: nine-year-old Edith Kay, ward of the court about to be adopted, and 

Judith, already a married mother at fifteen dealing with her own sad predicament. And with Wanda, the only friend from Mattie’s 

dysfunctional childhood.  It also casts doubt on her future with Max.

By 1950, Mattie, a woman of wealth and influence, establishes The Right Place, an elegant yet unassuming residence—a safe harbor 

for abused women and their children.  The home, revealed at the end of the book through the eyes of Karen, a battered mother of three, 

is located in an upscale, undisclosed Dallas area location:  the first of Mattie’s monuments to the Wright family.

The Velvet Bridge is a passageway, connecting the finely sketched episodes of Mattie Featherstone’s complex, yet endearing, life.  Along 

the way, the highly developed and colorful supporting cast will captivate you as each player enhances and thickens the plot of this 

character-driven “rags to riches” tale.
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